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established psycho-physiological conclusions ; it has its laws, its experi- 
mental method, its classification, its technique ; it can no longer be 
justly denied the rank of a science." 

Various styles of chirography are reproduced in facsimile, and from 
an analysis of these, certain signs or characters of writing are deter- 
mined, and the author attempts to establish a definite relation between 
these signs and (i) the superiority or inferiority, (2) the intelligence, 
(3) the moral character, (4) the will, (5) the aesthetic sense, (6) the age, 
(7) the sex, and (8) the pathological tendencies of the individual. The 
volume closes with a chapter of instructions to amateurs on the 
analysis of handwriting. 

The collection of autograph letters and signatures is very rich, and 
of unusual interest to the lover of such matters. — W. I. Thomas. 

Die Apostelgeschichte St. Lucd in Bibelstunden fur die Getneinde 
ausgelegt. Von W. F. Besser. Dritte Auflage. (Halle a. S. : R. 
Miihlmann, 1896, 3 vols., M. 10.) This is part of an exposition of 
the entire New Testament in plain language for ordinary readers. 
Twelve volumes have already appeared. The work has been most 
cordially welcomed in Germany, and parts of it have achieved a great 
circulation and have passed through many editions. Though intended 
for popular reading, and not encumbered with the discussion of crit- 
ical questions, it is the fruit of scholarly study. Besser writes from 
the standpoint of a strict Lutheran believer, with much insight, much 
weighty thought, and much gracious emotion. — Franklin Johnson. 

A Man's Value to Society: Studies in Self- Culture and Character. 
By Newell Dwight Hillis. (Fleming H. Revell Company, pp. 321, 
$1.25.) This is a series of essays or lectures or sermons in which very 
familiar truths are put in pungent, epigrammatic forms. It discusses 
"Memory," "Character," "Visions," "The Imagination," and kindred 
themes, with remarkable profusion of allusion and anecdote. At times 
it mounts to a height of vision and oracular utterance which reminds 
us of Emerson, but anon the miscellaneous incidents and exhortations 
bring us to the level of Samuel Smiles' Self-Help. Yet the tense 
and nervous apothegms in which the work abounds must drive home 
many a needed truth to the minds of young men. — W. H. P. Faunce. 

The Divine Life in Man and Other Sermons. By Frederick A. 
Noble, D.D. (Chicago: Fleming; H. Revell Company, 1896, pp. 
311, cloth, $1.25.) In this volume of fifteen sermons we have 
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the discussion of practical topics which "come home to men's busi- 
ness and bosoms." While these discourses are strictly evangelical, 
they are replete with the best and freshest thinking of our day. The 
author has read widely and thoroughly and has a comprehensive and 
strong grasp of historical, literary, and scientific facts. His style also 
is clear and fairly forceful. 

Most of these sermons, however, lack directness of address. The 
preacher does not grapple with his audience. He says "we," "our," 
"us," but in only two brief passages, in all these 300 pages, does he 
say "you." Were it not for the fact that the subjects of these dis- 
courses are pertinently unfolded from texts of Scripture, the reader 
might think that he was perusing simply a series of interesting essays. 
And the long sentences encountered here and there, some of which 
contain more than 200 words, would confirm the impression. Then 
there are words which are out of place in discourses addressed to 
popular audiences, such as "immanent," "transcendent," "differen- 
tiates," "oppugnant," "atrophied." The great Preacher of the ages, 
Jesus Christ, never used such words when he proclaimed the truth to 
men. But these are only slight blemishes in sermons which, taken 
as a whole, are worthy of hearty commendation. — Galusha Anderson. 

Obdachlos : Bilder aus detn sozialen und sittlichen Elend der Arbeits- 
losen. Von Constantin Liebich. Mit einem Vorwort von Professor 
Adolph Wagner. (Berlin: Wigandt & Grieben, 1894, pp. 256, M. 3.) The 
introduction by Professor Wagner gives a guarantee of faithful treat- 
ment and genuine first-hand observation. The author has gained 
his materials by direct intercourse with the wretched human beings 
whom he describes. He follows them from the demoralized home, 
become a purgatory through poverty, vice, and • discord, along the 
highways, in the relief stations, lock-ups, lodging houses, warming 
halls, asylums, restaurants, criminal gangs, markets, penitentiaries, 
labor bureaus, intelligence offices and workmen's colonies. The pic- 
tures of a German tramp's life are instructive for us in America, 
because the same industrial forces are at work to produce this pathetic 
and discouraging type of humanity, on which Salvation Army, rescue 
missions, institutional churches, settlements, charity organizations, 
and all benevolent citizens are spending so much money and sym- 
pathy, without other result thus far than serious increase of the 
plague, with the exceptional rescue of individual vagrants. — C. R. 
Henderson. 



